CHILDHOOD, BOYHOOD AND YOUTH

Sandhurst, as a University candidate. For the Sandhurst
examination he required further study in particular subjects,
and for this purpose he went to Mr. Litchfield, the crammer,
at Hampton Court, July 2ist, 1883. Before going to Mr.
Litchfield's establishment he went to France for a short
holiday,

Douglas passed his examination as a University candidate
and entered Sandhurst on February i2th, 1884. This is an
important date, for from the moment of his entry into Sand-
hurst he set himself to the tasks with a ruthless determina-
tion and succeeded in passing out not only with honours
but first in order of merit, and was awarded the Anson
Memorial Sword as Senior Officer. While Douglas does
not appear to have made many close friendships at Sand-
hurst, his extraordinary proficiency not only in his studies
but in athletics set him apart from his fellows and attracted
the attention of his instructors* There is a story, which I
believe is true, that one of the instructors on being asked
who was the most promising cadet, replied, "A Scottish lad,
Douglas Haig, is top in everything, books, drill, riding
and sports. He is to go into the cavalry and before he has
finished he will be top of the army/3

21